
things that we can do better for 

our membership. Please take a 

couple of minutes to fill that out 

so that we can make sure to 

provide relevant programming; 

we are always looking to im-

prove so your feedback is very 

valuable to us. Aside from that 

we are done for the year and are 

planning our Winter Dinner 

Meeting in January where we will 

swear in our new officers and go 

over chapter business while en-

joying some great food. More 

information will be coming out 

on that very soon; I hope to see 

many of you there! 

We love to see new faces and 

get new ideas so please let me 

know if you are interested in 

getting involved with the Board 

by way of a committee or chair 

position! I hope everyone enjoys 

the holiday season. Thank you 

again for all you do for public 

procurement and IPPA!  

- Alyssa Ellington, CPPB, IPPA   

President 

numbers yet again—81 mem-

bers! Welcome to all who are 

new to our membership this year 

and make sure to renew your 

memberships this month if you 

haven’t already. Share the value 

with your friends and colleagues! 

Most recently we wrapped up 

our 8th Annual Reverse Vendor 

Trade Show. This continues to 

be our biggest event of the year.  

It was great having some new 

agencies represented this year 

from Regional Valley Transit, 

Idaho Association of Coun-

ties, Idaho State University, 

West Ada School District 

and Idaho Association of 

Highway Districts! I was happy 

to touch base with many of you 

at the show and we received a 

lot of good feedback. We hope 

you liked the new location and 

additional break-out sessions as 

much as we did!   

A survey will be going out here 

soon to gather feedback on the 

events we put on this year and 

Letter from the President 
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The 8th Annual Reverse 

Vendor Trade Show went off 

without a hitch!  We can’t 

believe we have already made it 

to our eighth show and each one 

keeps growing and getting better 

every year. This is thanks to the 

dedicated members of our board, 

committee members, volunteers, 

agencies, and vendors alike. We 

couldn’t do this all without you! 

Boise Centre was our location 

this year and it proved to be a 

great venue to house all of our 

activities, including the trade 

show, five break-out sessions, 

luncheon and keynote speaker, 

and registration. 

This year we kicked off the trade 

show again with our Agency 

Social, offering agency attendees 

a chance to relax and enjoy some 

coffee while also networking with 

their fellow public procurement 

professionals. Then we opened 

Hello! Another year is in the 

books here at IPPA, and what a 

great one it’s been. I want to give 

a special thanks to all who have 

attended our numerous trainings, 

Dinner Meetings, and other 

events this year. Without your 

participation we wouldn’t be able 

to successfully operate as a chap-

ter and grow each year, so 

THANK YOU. I also want to 

thank the Board of Directors for 

your time volunteering to run 

things behind the scenes. You are 

all amazing procurement profes-

sionals. It’s been a great term 

serving as your IPPA President; I 

am excited to see the continuous 

growth year after year. We are 

ending the year at our highest 

8th Annual Reverse Vendor Trade Show 
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“Through 

education and 

access to 

affordable 

refurbished 

bicycles BBP 

strives to build a 

stronger bicycling 

community.” 

Tammy Rimes, Key-

note Speaker 

8th Annual Reverse Vendor Trade Show (Cont.) 
the trade show. Before the 

luncheon, we offered three 

informative break-out sessions:  

How To Do Business with 

Government Agencies, Im-

proving the Message: Com-

municating Procurement 

Through Effective Instruction, 

and a panel discussion on co-

operative purchasing—our big 

win with the legislature in 

2019! Break-outs provided 

were geared towards both the 

agencies and suppliers so eve-

ryone could take valuable in-

formation away from the trade 

show. 

Next up was our delicious 

luncheon! We kicked it off 

with a raffle of various goodie-

filled baskets raffled off to 

vendors and scholarship mon-

ey raffled off to agencies. Jim-

my Hallyburton from the Boise 

Bicycle Project (BBP) spoke 

about his program and the 

many benefits a bicycle can 

provide to a child in the Treas-

ure Valley. BBP was IPPA’s 

philanthropy partner this year 

and our goal was to have at-

tendees donate new or gently 

used helmets, lights, and locks 

to contribute to their upcom-

ing event, the Holiday Kids 

Bike Giveaway. Also, a dona-

tion jar was passed around 

tables throughout the lunch-

eon and $265 in total went 

directly to the Boise Bicycle 

Project! Jimmy said that at-

tendees have reached out to 

him wanting to help out the 

program in the future. It 

turned out to be a great phi-

lanthropy portion of our 

event! 

Level.” She was a very dynamic 

speaker and kept the audience 

engaged. Tammy was one of 

our best keynotes yet! 

In the afternoon, there was 

still more trade show time for 

those ven-

dors who 

hadn’t made 

it through yet 

and we also 

put on two 

more break-

outs: Request 

for Proposals: 

Different, But 

Not Difficult 

and NIGP 

Business 

Council Presentation—Market 

Volatility: Is It Impacting Your 

Organization? It was a great trade 

show once again and that is thanks 

to all involved!! Here’s to next 

year’s show! 

BBP’s mission is to promote 

the personal, social, and envi-

ronmental benefits of bicycling. 

The nonprofit functions as a 

bicycle recycling center as well 

as an educational workspace in 

a diverse and non-threatening 

atmosphere. Their mission also 

states, “Through education and 

access to affordable refur-

bished bicycles BBP strives to 

build a stronger bicycling com-

munity.” 

Last but not least, Tammy 

Rimes, Executive Director of 

National Cooperative Procure-

ment Partners, offered a won-

derful keynote on “Taking 

Your Cooperative Procure-

ment Strategy to the Next 

Jimmy Hal-

lyburton, 

Boise Bicy-

cle Project 

P R O C U R E M E N T  P R O S E  
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IPPA board members and others enjoying 

Tammy’s keynote 
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“I had worked a 

number of jobs in 

Finance; however, 

I had no clue what 

purchasing did.  I 

mean no clue!”   

Greg Forsmann 

Member Spotlight: Greg Forsmann 
I grew up in Cottonwood rid-

ing motorcycles, fishing and 

camping a lot at Winchester 

State Park & Red River with 

my brothers, helping my Dad 

in his construction business 

and I also worked for a Rock 

Crusher Construction Compa-

ny the summer after I graduat-

ed High School in 1984.   

I enlisted in the United States 

Marine Corps that summer 

and spent 8 years touring the 

world.  I spent time at Camp 

Pendleton CA, Camp Lejeune 

NC, Okinawa Japan and spent 

6 months sailing all over the 

Pacific Ocean seeing lots of 

countries on a big grey ship.   

I fought in the 1st Gulf War 

Desert Storm and spent time 

in Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Ku-

wait.   

True story; during the War, 

my boss, 6 years earlier was 

one of my drill instructors 

from Boot camp.  During boot 

camp, I honestly thought Satan 

created those Drill Instructors 

because I’d never met anyone 

so horribly mean.  In fairness, 

he was a great guy to work for 

and I actually went and visited 

him in California back in 2004.  

My job in the Marines was a 

Radio Operator. 

After the Marines, the City of 

Lewiston hired me to work at 

the City Cemetery for 2 years 

but it ended up being a dead-

end job so I transferred to the 

Finance Department at City 

Hall where I worked 20 years.  

One highlight about working at 

the Cemetery was some van-

ance are current.  I 

really like being a 

member of the IPPA 

and NIGP, I really 

enjoy Purchasing and 

I look forward to 

many more years. 

everything that goes 

with the job.  My 

main job is to process 

all the requisitions 

and purchase orders 

up to $5,000 dollars. I 

also assist Joy with 

IFB’s, RFQ’s and a 

few RFP’s.  Another 

task I do is making 

sure that all our 

vendors’ workers 

compensation insur-

various Universities and colleg-

es.  My son George (6’4”) is a 

post on the Varsity Basketball 

team and is a phenomenal 

player. I have two older sons 

Miles (33) and Mitchell (31) 

and a 2 year old grandson 

Jedidiah.  My wife Lois is a first 

grade teacher and has been 

teaching 30 years.  I’m current-

ly planning a Royal Caribbean 

Cruise for my wife and triplets 

the following summer to cele-

brate their graduation.  

Four years ago my Finance 

manager approached me and 

asked me if I’d like to try 

something different and moved 

me in to the Purchasing office.  

I had worked a number of jobs 

in Finance; however, I had no 

clue what purchasing did.  I 

mean no clue!  After accepting 

the position, I was so amazed 

at what my coworker Joy 

Schwank had been doing for 

the past 10 years.  My eyes 

were definitely wide open and 

I actually wondered for a bit if 

I was going to be able to learn 

dals one evening knocked over 

30 headstones.  So my son and 

I spent the night deep inside 

the cemetery in the event they 

returned.  That’s when I con-

vinced myself that ghosts prob-

ably don’t exist.  We didn’t see 

any vandals or ghosts that 

night. 

I have 3 children at home, 

George 17, John 17 and Grace 

17 (Triplets).  They’re High 

School juniors and are doing 

academically well.  Every week 

our mailbox is full of mail from 

Greg’s son, 

George, 

dunking a 

basket! 

P R O C U R E M E N T  P R O S E  
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The 2020 Training Schedule is 

being created as we speak, but the 

board is planning to bring at least 

two of the Core Certificate classes 

created by NIGP’s new Pathways 

program as well as a packed class 

schedule throughout the year. Brian 

Smith, one of our Area 8 Chapter 

Ambassadors, came to Idaho for his 

chapter visit and presented on the 

many routes to career success 

through the new Pathways learning 

and credentialing program, one of 

which is through Core Certificates. 

The three current Core Certificate 

classes available are: 

 Foundations of Strategy and 

Policy 

 Foundations of Planning and 

Analysis 

 Foundations of Sourcing and 

Contracting 

You may still be wondering what 

the different levels in Pathways 

mean. Level 2: Core Certificates 

“let you enhance your workplace 

performance with more focused 

learning across an array of related 

competencies. Once you complete 

a select number of pre-bundled 

competencies and pass the assess-

ment, you automatically receive a 

Core Certificate.” 

You can check out the full class 

descriptions on the Pathways web-

site: https://nsite.nigp.org/

nigppathways/core-certificates. 

at any time, 

look at your 

order history for classes, events, or 

even merchandise, look at your 

member dues, see the “Members 

Only Calendar of Events,” check 

out all the Board Meeting Minutes 

to see what the board has been up 

to at each board meeting, and even 

add a new prospect if you know 

somebody who is interested in 

We still have the “Members Only 

Area” on our chapter website 

when you log in as a member. It is 

helpful because we add in special 

notes and announcements on the 

main page to be aware of and there 

are many items you can view that 

you don’t have access to if you’re 

not logged in. 

You can update your account info 

joining! Also, you can see what the current sur-

vey is that’s out in case you forgot to look at 

your membership email or deleted it. For exam-

ple, right now the survey (ballot) for 2020 Board 

of Directors Elections is out! 

Finally, on the main page right now is a reminder 

about membership renewals due on 

12/15—so don’t forget to renew your 

membership!  

President, Vice President, Treasur-

er, Director-at-Large (Two Year 

Term), and finally Director-at-Large 

(One Year Term). The 2020 Elec-

tion Ballot just went out on Mon-

day, December 9th and you can 

vote up until this Friday, December 

13t at 5 pm. Please make sure to 

take a moment and submit your 

vote! The board greatly appreciates 

the time you take out of your day 

to participate in IPPA activities, 

including something as important as 

electing new board members. 

Also, if you are interested in a chair 

position or serving on a committee, 

please e-mail Alyssa Ellington at 

president@nigp-idaho.org 

The call for nominations for our 

2020 IPPA Board of Directors went 

out through membership email on 

November 18th and was open until 

November 29th. We received 

many nominations, which shows 

how much people want to get in-

volved. That’s very exciting for us 

and our association! Thank you to 

all who nominated a deserving 

member of IPPA. 

During this round of elections we 

have many open positions including, 

Election: 2020 

Members’ Area 

If you have any training or lunch and learn topic sugges-

tions, please send them to Professional Development 

Chair, Bob Perkins, at training@nigp-idaho.org 2020 Trainings 

https://nsite.nigp.org/nigppathways/core-certificates
https://nsite.nigp.org/nigppathways/core-certificates
mailto:president@nigp-idaho.org
mailto:training@nigp-idaho.org
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“The award 

recognizes the 

commitment to 

best practices in 

public 

procurement, 

particularly as it 

relates to 

cooperative 

procurement.” 

Western Collec-

tive—the first brew-

ery stop on the tour 

Summer & Fall 2019 Event Re-cap 
We have had many events 

since this past summer so we 

would like to re-cap all the fun 

we had and learning we did!  

To appreciate our members 

and to show them a good time 

and make it not all about busi-

ness, we started an annual fun 

event last year, the Summer 

Wine Tasting Tour. This year 

we decided to change it up a 

bit and put on a Summer 

Garden City Brewery Tour 

instead! We started off the 

tour at the new Western Col-

lective brewery, then stopped 

by Barbarian Brewing / Meri-

wether Cider, Bella Brewing, 

and Crooked Fence Brewing. 

You can tell we had a lot of fun 

by all the pictures and we hope 

to continue this event each 

and every year. 

Next up was our Annual 

Summer Dinner Meeting! 

We typically like to make this a 

more casual and family-friendly 

event, so we hosted a BBQ at 

Kleiner Park behind The Vil-

lage in Meridian. Karl Augus-

tine fired up the grill as usual, 

serving up some tasty burgers 

Change” award 

during the member 

networking event at 

Forum. According to 

NCPP News, “The 

award recognizes the commit-

ment to best practices in pub-

lic procurement, particularly as 

it relates to cooperative pro-

curement. IPPA assisted in 

introducing legislation that 

became effective July 1, 2019, 

allowing local jurisdictions the 

ability to choose cooperative 

Next, some lucky 

IPPA members were 

able to attend NIGP 

Forum in Austin this 

year. If you attended, 

you know that IPPA, 

including Bob Perkins 

and Keith Watts were 

honored by NCPP, 

The Professional As-

sociation for Cooper-

ative Procurement. 

IPPA received the 

“Champion of 

contracts as a viable solution. 

Led by the efforts of Bob Per-

kins and Keith Watts, these 

professionals and IPPA are 

truly champions of change. As 

a result of this new legislation, 

the residents of the State of 

Idaho will benefit from the 

savings and efficiencies of this 

to see where all the 

hard work is done 

and see what goes 

into the making of 

furniture, printed 

materials, and so on. 

There are many sec-

tions in the facility, 

including areas for 

woodworking, uphol-

stery, the print shop, 

and much more.  

and dogs. There was a great 

turnout too, including people 

from PTAC and Health and 

Welfare, among others.  

Nearing the end of summer, 

we scheduled a tour at the 

Idaho Correctional Indus-

tries facility at the state pris-

on. The association has never 

made it out to their location as 

a group, so we thought it 

would be a great opportunity 

Idaho Cor-

rectional 

Industries 

office furni-

ture 

P R O C U R E M E N T  P R O S E  
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contracting tool.” This is a big deal 

for IPPA and the State of Idaho as a 

whole, so we want to give a heart-

felt congratulations to Bob and 

Keith! 

Next up IPPA hosted  the NIGP 

Class: Preparing for the Age of 

Licensing. Omid Ghamami, 

CPSCM, MBA instructed this class 

and provided many real world ex-

amples of licensing. We received 

great feedback regarding Omid’s 

teaching style and would love to 

bring him back for another course 

in the future! 

In the fall, IPPA hosted our Annual 

that a generation of professionals 

are approaching retirement age. 

That leaves us whether we are 5, 

10, or 20 years into our career to 

make sure we ready to be the ex-

perts in our field by leading and 

collaborating with all those we 

meet. I look forward to the follow-

ing months and to many more years 

of learning beyond this incredible 

opportunity. 

—by Trevor Hall, ID Military Divi-

sion 

class record is great since we’ve 

only had one cancellation since we 

started offering courses. Brian also 

mentioned that our website looks 

fabulous and that NIGP looks at 

our chapter when it comes to 

membership growth and education. 

Then Brian attended our fall dinner 

meeting and provided a great 

presentation regarding NIGP’s new 

Pathways program and more. 

Thanks for coming, Brian! 

Finally we offered 

to host all three 

NIGP webinars 

on Design-Build at three different loca-

tions across the Treasure Valley so mem-

bers and others could view these without 

having to pay for them individually. We 

dubbed this our Fall Lunch & Learn 

Design–Build Webinar Series. There 

was For Procurement Professionals: 

Choosing a Project Delivery Method, & 

What is Design-Build?, Design-Build Done 

Right—Procuring Design-Build Services, 

and Design-Build Done Right—

Contracting for Design-Build Services. 

visit Idaho! Brian was nice enough 

to meet with the board separately 

at a lunch meeting to review our 

successes and challenges and help 

us with our goals, succession plan-

ning, etc. 

Brian be-

lieves that 

we have a 

great diver-

sity of 

agencies on 

our board 

and stated 

that our 

Bob Perkins & Keith Watts receiving 

their “Champion of Change” awards 

from NCPP at NIGP’s Annual Forum 

in 2019 

Inaugural Class 

NIGP Leaders Edge 
What makes a leader? This is the 

simple premise behind the NIGP 

Leaders Edge. Leaders Edge is a new 

program through the National Insti-

tute for Government Procurement. 

The overall purpose is to change the 

way procurement professionals inter-

act with each other and how pro-

curement professionals are perceived 

by the many end users and people we 

provide services for. Throughout the 

year our groups will be discussing, 

reading, and attending webinars to 

close the gap in public procurement 

with leadership.  

I travelled to Washington D.C. to 

the initial meeting and orientation 

and met with dozens of other pro-

curement professionals from all 

across the country. The City of 

New York, Florida State, Oregon 

State, and even Hawaii, and Alaska 

provided procurement profession-

als for this new course. I learned 

not only that the procurement 

industry is changing nationwide but 

Fall Dinner Meet-

ing and combined it 

with our bi-annual 

Chapter Visit 

from one of the 

NIGP Area 8 Chap-

ter Ambassadors. 

This time, Brian 

Smith, CPPO, Pur-

chasing Manager for 

Multnomah County 

Purchasing in Ore-

gon was the ambas-

sador chosen to 

We are excited 

to follow Trevor 

on his Leaders 

Edge journey—

what an exciting 

opportunity! 



Membership Updates 
 Melinda Doan retired from ITD as the Project Coor-

dinator under Facilities 

 Karl Augustine retired this year from ACHD as the 

Contract Administrator 

 Jacob Muttart was promoted from a Buyer I to a Pro-

curement Officer I at Ada County Procurement 

 Janet Gonzalez is back in the public sector as the new 

Buyer for Ada County Procurement! 

President 

Alyssa Ellington, CPPB 

 

Vice President 

Carrie Champlin 

 

Treasurer 

Megan Harvey 

 

Director-at-Large 

Karl Augustine, CPPB (retired 

9/2019) 

 

Director-at-Large 

Tina McBride, CPPO, CPPB 

 

Immediate Past President 

Kathy Wanner, CPPB 

 

Awards Chair 

Jason Skelton 

 

Communications Chair 

Robyn Swaney, CPPB 

 

Elections Chair 

Sue Heathman 

 

Legislative Chair 

Keith Watts, CPPB 

 

Marketing Chair 

Teanna Christiansen 

 

Professional Development 

Chair 

Bob Perkins, CPPO, CPPB 

 

Scholarship Chair 

Jennifer Pope 

 

Special Events Chair 

Shannon Shaffer, CPPB 

 

2019 IPPA Board 

P.O. Box 6512 

Boise, ID 83707 

Email: ippa@nigp-idaho.org 

Your Procurement Prose “Editor-in-Chief,” 

Robyn Swaney, Communications Chair 

We’d like to welcome our New Members! 

 Paul Navarro, Director of Operations, Canyon County Facili-

ties Management 

 Charles Wadams, City Attorney, City of Garden City 

 Kristin Cundiff, Director of Operations, Idaho Association of 

Counties 

 Nick Veldhouse, Executive Director, Idaho Association of 

Highway Districts 

 Ruth Munoz, Facility Management Contracting Officer, Idaho 

Transportation Department 

 Lizzie Boyd, Property & Procurement Manager, Shoshone-

Bannock Tribes 

 Rebecca Hugues, Associate Buyer, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 

 Billy Snapp, Associate Buyer, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 

 Kim Guevara, Buyer, State of Idaho Division of Purchasing 

 Theresa Sorrell, Purchasing Agent, State of Idaho Military 

Division 

 Steve Vinsonhaler, Purchasing Agent, State of Idaho Military 

Division 


